
	  	  	  	  	   	  	   	   	  	  	  
 
 

FUTURE READY AT 50! 
 

SWITZERLAND CELEBRATES SINGAPORE’S 50th BIRTHDAY! 
 

         
 
 
The Swiss-Asian Chamber of Commerce and Temasek Club Switzerland are pleased to invite you to a special 
event in Zurich celebrating Singapore’s 50 extraordinary years of nationhood. We are honoured to have with us 
H.E. Ambassador TEE Tua Ba, Singapore Ambassador to Switzerland, who will deliver the opening address at our 
SG50 event. 
 

Date:  Tuesday, 1st September 2015 
Time: 17:15hrs to 21:00hrs 
Venue: Hotel Eden au Lac, Utoquai 45, 8008 Zurich  

 
By any measure, the transformation of Singapore within a compressed timeframe from an emergent nation to a 
developed city state with among the highest standards of economic wellbeing, education, healthcare, infrastructure 
and overall quality of life, among others, surpasses all norms of economic development planning. 
 
The factors that conspired to convert singular vision to reality are clear as Singaporeans look back and reflect, 
celebrate and remember; however charting ahead, new challenges are already confronting the status quo.  In 
blueprinting the future, are there lessons and experiences, good and bad, to be drawn from Switzerland. Smaller 
nations by definition need to re-invent themselves continuously and reach out to the expanding opportunities 
overseas, while absorbing the best in terms of human resources, investing in education and training, and building 
infrastructural and technological sophistication in order to leapfrog to the next stage of excellence. 
 
At this key event, we are privileged to have three outstanding individuals who will present their views on significant 
facets of Singapore’s future as well as discuss the challenges facing the nation, and importantly, the vast 
opportunities that will open up to those who venture. 
 
This event forms part of a programme aimed to focus attention on joint initiatives between Singapore and 
Switzerland and our common goals as both nations look to the future.  
 
Please note that seats are limited for the event and early registration is strongly recommended.  



Schedule:  
 

17.15 Registration 

17:30 Introduction and Welcome Remarks: 

Ariste Chiabotti & Tuck Seng Low, Joint-chairmen, Singapore Committee,  

Swiss-Asian Chamber of Commerce 

17:40 Opening Address: Future Ready at 50! 

H.E. Ambassador TEE Tua Ba, Singapore Ambassador to Switzerland, Republic of Singapore 

18:00 Presentations:  

 The Future Role of Singapore in Biomedical Sciences – a view from the Pharmaceutical Industry 

Apart from representing a key operating hub in Asia, Novartis has established a leading R&D centre in 
Singapore. R&D cycles in pharmaceuticals stretch many years if not decades. What does Novartis aim 
to achieve in Singapore, both operationally and from and R&D perspective, in the long term?   

Christopher Snook, Head Group Country Management, Novartis Pharma AG, Novartis Country 
President, Singapore 

 Globalising the SME: Lessons from Switzerland 

SMEs form the economic backbone of major European countries including Switzerland. Singapore’s 
home-grown companies are also reaching out to the world. Many have established a regional footprint, 
but scaling up is a discipline in itself and a process that few can execute. Are there examples of 
success to be found from Swiss SMEs and lessons from failures? 

Felix Aepli, Managing Partner, Knowhow Transfer Org, Switzerland 

 Reaching out to the World: How ready is Singapore Inc.? 

Singapore’s Sovereign Wealth Fund, Temasek, and its sister, GIC, have been significant investors 
globally; however, it is direct operational investment as opposed to portfolio flows will shape and 
deepen Singapore’s interaction with the developed world. It is clear that the leading Singaporean 
groups will venture abroad in a meaningful manner. What sectors and which countries are in focus? 

To be announced 

  

18:45 Panel Discussion followed by Audience Participation. Moderator: T. S. Low 

19:15 Dinner: A Singaporean and Swiss Culinary Experience 

21:00 End 

 

 

  



Speakers’ Penportraits 
 
Christopher Snook 

Mr Christopher Snook serves as Head of Group Country Management for Novartis Pharma AG. In this role, he is 
responsible for driving Global Corporate objectives in all Novartis Country organizations and ensuring corporate 
governance across all Novartis legal entities. Mr. Snook is also Novartis Country President, Singapore. He has 
over 35 years of experience in the pharmaceutical industry. Mr. Snook joined Novartis in 2000 and served in 
multiple leadership capacities in various divisions at countries such as Singapore, Japan and South Korea. He also 
held leadership responsibilities at Regional level in various divisions of Novartis. Prior to joining Novartis, he was 
working with Roche in various capacities including leadership positions in OTC business at China. Mr Snook 
graduated with a degree in Mechanical Engineering from Southampton University in the U.K. He is a Permanent 
Resident of Singapore. 

 

Felix Aepli 

Mr Felix Aepli is Founder and Managing Partner of Knowhow Transfer Org. Mr Aepli has spent the majority of his 
career in Asia-Pacific or covering the region from Switzerland. He has held senior positions in marketing, business 
development and implementation at medium to large Swiss companies such as Geberit, Hiestand, AFG, V-Zug, 
Golay-Buchel among others.  He has gained significant experience in a variety of sectors with a common thread of 
addressing the large and expanding consumer and construction markets of Asia. He has lived and worked in 
Shanghai, Hong Kong and Singapore. Mr Aepli graduated from the University of Applied Sciences, St. Gallen and 
has attended programmes at IMD, Lausanne and Columbia University Business School, New York. 

 

Third Speaker (to be announced) 

 

Moderator 

Tuck Seng Low 

Mr Tuck Seng Low is Special Adviser and a Member of the Executive Board of the Swiss-Asian Chamber of 
Commerce. He is also Co-chairman of the chamber’s Singapore Committee. Mr Low has focused on cross-border 
investment and business between Asia and Europe since the early 1990s, and has served as an adviser to large 
corporations, financial institutions, Government owned/related entities, private equity firms, hedge funds and 
companies in various sectors, as well as significant families. He has previously held senior positions in UK, 
Japanese, French, Singaporean and Swiss financial institutions and corporations in local, regional and global 
capacities. Mr Low is a Fellow of the Chartered Association of Certified Accountants and Chartered Fellow of the 
Chartered Institute for Securities and Investment, UK.    
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Contact: 
 
Swiss-Asian Chamber of Commerce 
Barbara Moeckli-Schneider, Chamber Secretary: +41 41 620 88 02 (bmoeckli-schneider@chambersservices.ch) 
 
Organising Committee: 
Swiss-Asian Chamber of Commerce 
Ariste Chiabotti, Co-chairman, Singapore Committee: +352 4512178 (ariste.chiabotti@ubs.com) 
Tuck Seng Low, Co-chairman, Singapore Committee: +41 79 817 46 43 (tslow@bluewin.ch) 
Temasek Club 
Bernard Sin, President: +41 79 611 52 52 (bsin@mks.com) 
 
NOTE: 
 

i. The Organisers have arranged a Special SG50 package with Eden au Lac which includes attractive accommodation 
rates, early check-in for attendees staying at the hotel among other offers at the hotel and . Please contact Tuck Seng 
Low or Eden au Lac directly at +41 44 266 25 25 quoting “SG50”. 

 
ii. An Entrepreneurs discussion and networking event covering Asian and European opportunities as well as 

differences in approaches and cross-cultural dealings will be held in the morning of Wednesday, 2 September at 
Eden au Lac. Details to follow. 

 
iii. SACC, together with the Swiss Indian Chamber of Commerce, will be organising its key annual event, the 10th 

Ambassador’s Cup, on Friday, 4th September at Golf Andermatt. This exciting event is for BOTH Golfers and Non-
golfers. Since its inception, this event has become the premiere networking platform between businessmen and 
diplomats for the countries represented by our chambers. The 18-hole, par 72 championship golf course is located in 
the beautiful Urseren Valley between the mountain villages of Andermatt and Hospental, surrounded by Swiss alps and 
the Reuss river. Early registration is recommended to avoid disappointment. Please contact Barbara Moeckli-
Schneider for information and registration. 

 
 
	  

Registration Form 
	  

	  
Registration:	   Please	   register	   by	   returning	   the	   form	   below	   to	   the	   Swiss-‐Asian	   Chamber	   of	   Commerce,	   P.O.	   Box	   1073,	   8032	  
Zurich,	   faxing	  041/620	  88	  03	  or	  emailing	   sacc@sacc.ch,	  by	  Friday,	   August	   4th,	   2015	   at	   the	   latest.	   The	   cost	  of	   the	  event,	  
which	   includes	  dinner,	   is	  CHF	  150.00	   for	   SACC	  Members	  and	  Temasek	  Club	  members	  and	  CHF	  180.00	   for	  non-‐members	  of	  
either	  organisations.	  Please	  specify	  on	  the	  form	  if	  you	  require	  a	  vegetarian	  meal.	  You	  will	  receive	  a	  confirmation	  including	  the	  
invoice	  after	  your	  registration.	  Cancellations	  will	  be	  accepted	  until	  Monday,	  August	  28th,	  2015,	  10.00	  a.m.:	  -‐	  otherwise	  a	  full	  
no-‐show	  charge	  applies.	  	  
	  
	  
Last	  Name:	  ......................................................................	   First	  Name:	  ……………...................................................................................................	  
	  
Position:	  ..............................................................................	  Company:	  ...................................................................................................................	  
	  
Full	  Address:	  ..............................................................................................................................................................................................................	  
	  
Phone:	  .........................................	  Fax:	  ..........................................	  E-‐mail:	  ..............................................................................................................	  
	  
Date:	  ..................................................................................	   Signature:	  ....................................................................................................................	  
	  
Area	  and	  Activity	  of	  company:	  …………………………………………………………….…………………………………………………………………………………………..…….…….….…	  
	  
…………………………………………………………………………………………….………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….………....	  
	  
Branch/Field	  of	  interest:............................................................................................................................................................................................	  


