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The New Silk Road and Maritime Route – A Mega Project for the 21st Century: 
Opportunities, Risks & Challenges 
 

The Swiss-Asian Chamber of Commerce is pleased to invite you, your colleagues, and friends, to a 
most interesting presentation being held by Dr. Jean-Pierre Lehmann, Emeritus Professor of 
International Political Economy, IMD & Founder of the Evian Group and Visiting Professor, Business & 
Economics, Hong Kong University. 
 

The luncheon event is taking place as follows: 

Date:  Wednesday, 7 December 2016 
Time: 11:15hrs to 14:15hrs 
Venue: Zunfthaus zur Meisen, Münsterhof 20, CH-8001 Zurich 

 

Indeed, the New Silk Road and Maritime Route is the most ambitious and exciting business and 
economic project of the 21st Century. It stretches across the Eurasian continent from Xi’an in China to 
Rotterdam in the Netherlands, and across the Pacific and Indian Oceans from Indonesia and into the 
Mediterranean to Venice – the European destination of the old Silk Road and the city from which Marco 
Polo hailed.  

 

Of course, the road to realising the New Silk Road is paved with hurdles and challenges: geographic, 
environmental, financial, technological, economic, political and geopolitical. Dreams can dissipate or 
indeed turn into nightmares. 

Yet no serious aspiring business leader of the 21st century should fail to have the project firmly on the 
radar screen! 

Arguably, the project’s greatest distinction is that in contrast to many recent initiatives that are meant to 
be contained and exclude “outsiders”, the New Silk Road project is inclusive.  

Sixty-five countries are engaged, across western, central and eastern Europe, the east coast of Africa, 
and western, central and eastern Asia.  

It brings into the orbit of global business a number of countries, particularly in western and central Asia 
that have been marginalised economic actors. While it primarily reinforces the historic links across the 
Eurasian continent and the Indian Ocean, it offers potential entry opportunities to other continents, 
including not only Africa, but also Latin America.  

Having in many ways missed and mangled the great opportunities that presented themselves with the 
transformations of the early 21

st
 Century, and having fallen into a despondent rut, we must ensure that 

this new set of opportunities arising from the New Silk Road and Maritime Belt are seized with 
entrepreneurial verve and that the dreams materialise into financially, socially, environmentally, and 
culturally gainful opportunities.  



 
Speakers’ Penportrait:  
Dr. Jean-Pierre Lehmann is Emeritus Professor at IMD, Switzerland, where he was appointed to the 
Chair of International Political Economy in 1997. He is also currently visiting professor, Faculty of 
Business and Economics, Hong Kong University.  
He founded the Evian Group in 1995, an international coalition of corporate, government, and opinion 
leaders, united by a common vision of fostering an open, inclusive, sustainable and equitable global 
market economy in a rules-based multilateral framework. 
Previous academic appointments include: Sophia University (Tokyo), Oxford, Stirling University (UK), 
Tohoku University (Japan), INSEAD (France), Director of the EU-ASEAN Technology Transfer and 
Socio-Economic Development Programme (Bangkok, Kuala Lumpur, Jakarta, Manila and Singapore), 
Johns Hopkins University School of Advanced International Studies (SAIS, Bologna Campus), London 
Business School, and the Stockholm School of Economics. He has had a particularly close involvement 
with Asia. His doctoral thesis was on Japanese economic history during the period of transformation in 
the mid/late 19th century, drawing on lessons for development, governance and growth. He has spent 
most of his professional life working in and on East and South Asia. The theme he is primarily working 
on now is “Asia in the New Global Disorder”.  
He acts in various capacities in global public policy forums and is a frequent commentator in the 
international media, a regular blog on Forbes Online, http://www.forbes.com/sites/jplehmann/  
His most recent books are: Japan's Open Future: An Agenda for Global Citizenship, with John Haffner 
and Tomas Casas i Klett (2009); Peace and Prosperity through World Trade: Meeting the 2019 
Challenge, co-edited with his son Fabrice Lehmann (2010); and with Carlos Primo Braga, New 
Realities: Business Dynamics at the Frontiers of Globalization (2015).  
He obtained a Bachelor of Science in Foreign Service (BSFS) from Georgetown University (1966) and 
his D.Phil (doctorate) at Oxford University (1976). 
 

Schedule:  
 

11:15hrs Registration 

11:45hrs Welcome Remarks & Introduction 

Dr. Urs Lustenberger, President, Swiss-Asian Chamber of Commerce 

11:50hrs Keynote Speech: “The New Silk Road and Maritime Route – A Mega Project for the 
21

st
 Century: Opportunities, Risks & Challenges” 

Dr. Jean-Pierre Lehmann, Emeritus Professor of International Political Economy 

12:30hrs Q&A 

12:45hrs Lunch 

14:00hrs End 

 

We are looking forward to personally welcome you at the Zunfthaus zur Meisen in Zurich. 

 

Registration Form 

Registration: Please register by returning the form below to the Swiss-Asian Chamber of Commerce, P.O. 

Box 1073, 8032 Zurich, faxing 041/620 88 03 or emailing sacc@sacc.ch, by Monday, 28 November 2016 

at the latest. The cost of the event, which includes apéro and lunch, is CHF 140.00 for SACC Members and 

CHF 160.00 for non-members.. Please specify on the form if you require a vegetarian meal. You will receive 

a confirmation including the invoice after your registration. Cancellations will be accepted until Thursday,  

1 December 2016, 10.00 a.m.: - otherwise a full no-show charge applies.  

Last Name: ......................................................... First Name: ……..……......................................................... 
 

Position: ................................................................. Company: ........................................................................ 
 

Full Address: ..................................................................................................................................................... 
 

Phone: ......................................... Fax: ............................................... E-mail: ................................................. 
 

Date: ........................................................................... Signature: ................................................................. 

http://www.forbes.com/sites/jplehmann/
http://www.amazon.com/Japans-Open-Future-Citizenship-Asia-Pacific/dp/1843313111
http://www.amazon.com/Peace-Prosperity-through-World-Trade/dp/0521169003
http://www.amazon.com/Peace-Prosperity-through-World-Trade/dp/0521169003
http://www.amazon.co.uk/New-Realities-Business-Frontiers-Globalization/dp/2940485186/
http://www.amazon.co.uk/New-Realities-Business-Frontiers-Globalization/dp/2940485186/

