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BACKGROUND & SCOPE
Sri Lanka’s small, open economy has proven to be resilient amidst internal conflict and 
the global financial crisis. Since 2009, Sri Lanka has experienced strong, consistent GDP 
growth rates, fluctuating between 6% and 8%. With a 57% contribution to GDP the 
services sector is the predominant sector in the economy followed by the industrial 
sector. Apparels, food products and rubber & plastic products are the most significant 
industrial sectors. The country is being transformed into a strategically important 
economic centre by developing five strategic hubs; a knowledge hub, a commercial hub, 
a naval & maritime hub, an aviation hub, and an energy hub, taking the advantage of Sri 
Lanka’s strategic location & resources

Large-scale public-sector investment in infrastructure and economic rehabilitation of the 
North and Eastern provinces in the recent past has resulted in an expansion in economic 
output. Growth rates for 2015 are projected to be 7%. As a result of consistent economic 
growth over the preceding five years, the International Monetary Fund (IMF) graduated 
Sri Lanka from the list of Poverty Reduction and Growth Trust (PRGT) eligible countries on 
January 11, 2010. With this upgrade, Sri Lanka is now recognized as a middle income 
country with emerging market status.

Since the return of normalcy to the Eastern Province in late 2007, the Government 
embarked on a massive rehabilitation and reconstruction program, implemented with the 
assistance of international and local agencies, restored civil administration and 
immediately improved critical infrastructure needed to encourage private sector 
participation and promotion of industries in the region. This program is an integral part of 
the National Development Plan, including mega infrastructure projects which are aimed 
mainly at improving connectivity with other regions. Private sector organizations, foreign 
investors and the Sri Lankan diaspora have shown a keen interest in investing in the East 
and expanding business operations. 

In order to help encourage and facilitate investment into the Eastern Province an 
investment promotion forum was first organised in 2014 with assistance from a number 
of national agencies. The forum proved a useful platform for both investors and officials. 
In response to the popular requests by local and foreign investors, the Chief Ministry of 
the Eastern Provincial Council is organising the second international investment 
promotion forum of the Eastern Province, the Invest-In-East 2016.
 
The forum scope will include presentation of investment opportunities of the Eastern 
Region of Sri Lanka. The event is aimed at showcasing the current investment climate 
shored up by an investor-friendly regime and to catalyzing the inflow of domestic and 
foreign investments in the economy of the region, launching and promoting the brand 
“Invest-in-East” to the world, particularly to the Sri Lankan Expatriates.

FORUM VISION
The vision of the “Invest in East” international investment promotion forum is to 
catalyze Foreign Direct Investment (FDI) in the post-conflict economy of the 
Eastern Province of Sri Lanka poised for an economic take-off from the 
unlocking of immense untapped opportunities facilitated by a liberalized, 
efficient, investor-friendly regulatory regime actively supported by both the 
central and provincial governments.

CONFERENCE OBJECTIVES
Coherent with the new economic development strategy for the Eastern Region 
of Sri Lanka, spelled out in the economic policy framework of the new 
Government of Sri Lanka, the forum aims to identify enabling mechanisms for 
the implementation of intervention strategies at grass root level. More 
specifically, the forum aims to;

1.  Offer an international platform for business leaders, policy makers, 
researchers and academics interested in the Eastern Province of Sri Lanka 
to share ideas, debate and build consensus around trade and investment 
issues in the Province.

2.  Provide a critical assessment of current trade and investment climate in 
the Easter Province.

3.  Identify specific FDI needs and opportunities in the Province
4.  Encourage multi-lateral co-operation between international investors and 

role-players, academic institutions, business practitioners and policy 
makers.

5. Identify the need for trade-related technical assistance and 
capacity-building in the Province.

6.  Establish a platform for initiating relevant research in critical trade and 
investment related matters in the Province.

7.  Showcase the key development initiatives in the Eastern Province.
8.  Facilitate the development of competitive investment attraction strategies 

for FDI

REASONS TO ATTEND THE FORUM
Attendees will be privileged to;
1.  Overview of current attractive investment opportunities in the Eastern Sri 

Lanka.
2.  Stakeholders and policy planners at various levels, involved in the 

development of Eastern Region.
3.  Discussions which will give insight into the practical aspects of trade and 

investment challenges in the Eastern Province.
4.  The identification of concrete interventions and solution which will promote 

trade and investments in the East and attract FDIs.
5.  Practices of translating policies into workable documents leading to timely 

project delivery.
6.  Debates to indentify the need for trade-related technical assistance and 

capacity-building in the Eastern Province.
7.  Networking opportunities with investors, industry leaders, high level policy 

makers, government officials etc.

WHO SHOULD ATTEND THE FORUM?
The forum aims to attract;
1.  High ranking policy makers and government officials who facilitate trade 

and investment in the Eastern Province.
2.  Local and international business/Agro-business persons keen to explore 

opportunities in Eastern Province.
3.  Academics, researchers and agriculturists
4.  Investment and Business Promotion Agencies from Sri Lanka and other 

countries.
5.  Trade Associations and Chambers of Commerce.

PROPOSED FORUM THEMES;
1.  Current Trade and investment climate in the Easter Sri Lanka
2.  FDI needs in the East

a.  Creating an enabling environment for attracting FDIs into East, i.e. 
policy measures, financial assistance, market incentives, role of 
investment promotion agencies etc.

b.  Investment obstacles and mitigation strategies
3.  Infrastructure roll-out plan of East – What is there for Investors?

a.  Physical infrastructural capacity building in the East – ICT & 
e-commerce, Technology, Transport networks (road, rail, sea and air)

b.  Social, Educational, Healthcare and Recreational infrastructure
4.  Investing in East – Opportunities on offer

5.  Project financing in the East – role of Financial Institutions
a.  Budget allocations
b.  Domestic Banks
c.  International Banks
d.  Multilateral institutions, i.e. World Bank, ADB etc.

6.  Trade and investment related capacity building in the East
a.  Human capital deficit needs, - harness the potential of the Sri Lankan 

Expatriates to the benefit of East
b.  Managing perceptions of East – Leadership and role of media

FORUM PROCEEDINGS:
1.  Presentation materials will be provided to the participants in  print at the 

beginning of the conference
2.  Guide to invest in the east, Investment Opportunities/ Pre-developed 

project proposals (CDs), Sectoral Brochures etc.
3.  Papers presented and inputs from keynote speakers, chief guest, guest of 

honor and special VIP guests will be uploaded to the forum website, 
www.inestineast.lk 

a). Agri-business     b). Aqua culture     c). Livestock     d). Education & Training
e).  Industry     f).  Tourism     g). Transportation     h).  Public Infrastructure

I am pleased to send this message to the forthcoming "Invest-In-East - 2016", International Investment Promotion Forum organised by 
the Office of the Chief Minister of the Eastern Province in association with several national agencies. 

Sri Lanka is ranked as having the most liberalized economy in South Asia, shown by the high level of deregulation, greater encouragement 
to the private sector, and opening the economy to international competition. The government of Sri Lanka, in its post conflict development 
effort gives high priority to facilitation of investments into former conflict affected areas in the northern and eastern provinces. With this 
objective in mind, the government has embarked on an accelerated infrastructure development programme, and I am glad to note that 
the Eastern Province has achieved this objective to a certain extent making it attractive to investors. Hence, with the resource availability 
and incentives and facilities, the Eastern Province has the full potential to be an "investment hot spot". 

I congratulate the Eastern Provincial Council taking this timely initiative to organise "Invest-In-East - 2016", International Investment Promotion Forum and wish it every 
success.

H. E. MAITHRIPALA SIRISENA
President of Democratic Socialist Republic of Sri Lanka

"Invest-In-East - 2016" - the special investment promotion program focusing the Eastern Province is held at a time when the Government 
has formulated a plan for the economic transformation of Sri Lanka. We are in the process of restructuring foreign direct investment 
procedure with a view to removing bottlencks and avoiding delays.

The Eastern Province has a lot of potential and resources to attract foreign investors. Therefore, a program of this type offers an 
opportunity to the investors to explore opportunities available in the region. In this regard, the Eastern Provincial Council has compiled 
several project proposals in areas covering agriculture, animal husbandry, fisheries, tourism and small industries.

The enormous potential the province offers with its natural resources and human capital coupled with improved infrastructure are in paralleled with any other investment 
destination. In this context, the "Invest-In-East - 2016" will be an effective platform to propagate this message throughout the world.

I wish that "Invest-In-East - 2016" will provide a gateway to economic bloom in the Eastern Province.

HON. RANIL WICKREMASINGHE
Prime Minister, Democratic Socialist Republic of Sri Lanka

I take great pleasure and pride in sending this felicitation message in connection with the Second International Investment Promotion 
Forum of the Eastern Province, “Invest-In-East” to be held on 28 January 2016 in Colombo. The forum is an initiative of my Ministry in 
partnership with a number of national Ministries and Agencies.

The Eastern Province is blessed with a rich pool of natural resources, high tourism potential, land for agricultural investments, inland 
water bodies and a long coast for fisheries, vast potential for livestock development and above all hard working and dedicated human 
capital which can transform other factors of production into profitable outcomes. In the accelerated economic development plan of the 
post conflict Eastern Province both the provincial and central governments attach greater significance in investment facilitation, business 
creation and livelihood development.

In this context, the “Invest-In-East” Investment Promotion Forum will play significant role in sending the message that the Eastern Province is now, “Ready for 
Investments” and the provincial and national governments are willing to do their utmost to facilitate their investments. I also wish to take this opportunity to commend 
the timely move of the Provincial Ministry to organise this Forum and wish everyone a productive and profitable outcome from the Forum.

HON. NASEER AHAMED (Eng.), M.P.C. 
Chief Minister of Eastern Province of Sri Lanka

It gives me great pleasure to send a special message on the second International Investment Promotion Forum of the Eastern Province 
of Sri Lanka “Invest-In-East - 2015”, organised by the Chief Ministry of the Eastern Province.

The Eastern Province has been developing rapidly during the last several years since the end of the conflict, both in terms of infrastructure 
development and increased economic output. The Government of Sri Lanka under its new economic policy frame work has given priority 
to economic development and investment promotion of the Eastern Province. Major infrastructure projects are fast taking place making 
the Eastern Province easily accessible and well-connected by road, air and sea. 

The Province offers a vast untapped natural resource base and skilled and hard-working human resource, which could be transformed 
into wealth creation. The central and provincial governments have new approaches to investor attraction, which should be made use by financiers. The Eastern Province 
welcomes the investor-financiers and promise best of investment facilitation. We wish to make our interactions memorable that would create everlasting memories of 
participation. We will not make any investor regret of his decision to invest in the Eastern Province. 

In this context, it is a timely initiative made by the Chief Ministry to host the second International Investor Forum of the Eastern Province. I warmly welcome all investors 
to all investors and business persons interested in my Province, to be partners of progress and development in the socio-economic transformation process in the 
Province.  I wish all investor financiers the best of business in my Province.

HON. AUSTIN FERNANDO
Governor of Eastern Province of Sri Lanka

2nd International Investment Promotion Forum Creating Conducive Environment for Investment & Employment Generation in Eastern Sri Lanka
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